2006 Volunteering Opportunities and Events

APRIL

April 22 and 23.  Santa Fe National Forest.  Celebrate Earth Day Weekend by helping us build upwards to two miles of fence to protect stream banks and wetlands associated with Rio Cebolla; 10 to 15 volunteers needed. Contact Chuck Dentino, (505)829-3535
MAY

May 6 and 7.  Santa Fe National Forest.  Upper Rio Cebolla Cross Fence.  A cattle fence will be built along the Pipeline road (FR 527) to fence off trespassing cattle from accessing the upper Rio Cebolla. This would tie into a fence along the upper Cebolla's eastern edge built by NM Trout that protects a rare population of Rio Grande cutthroat trout. The cross fence could be installed in two days with a fair amount of volunteers. Dates are open to allow for the weekend that volunteers are available. Upwards to 20 volunteers needed. Contact Derek Padilla, (505) 829-3535
May 22 and 23.  Santa Fe National Forest.  Vacas Project Monitoring.  

The Rio de las Vacas Stream Restoration Project will have on-going monitoring to measure its successes and setbacks. Part of this effort would include electroshocking and snorkeling. Upwards to 4 volunteers needed. Contact Chuck Dentino,(505)829-3535
May 27-29, 2006: Sponsored by the Issues outing to the Valle Vidal. Memorial Day
Campout. Arrive Saturday and enjoy easy to moderate hikes on Sunday and
Monday. Communal meals possible on one or both nights. Co-sponsored by
the Pajarito Environmental Education Center. Reservations a must. For
more information, call Ilse Bleck at 662-2368.

May 31 to June 7.  Santa Fe National Forest.  Capulin Canyon Stream and Fish Population Inventory.  This year, Rio Grande cutthroat trout will swim in the waters of Capulin for the first time in nearly century. As part of this effort, we will be conducting a stream habitat inventory and snorkel survey for the 7-mile segment that runs through Bandelier and Dome Wilderness. Most of the gear will be provided and packed in.  This is a backcountry camping experience that involves long days of hiking. Upwards to two volunteers needed. Snorkeling hinges on fish release date. Contact Chuck Dentino, (505)829-3535
JUNE

Each year the Truchas TU Chapter sponsors a Pecos River cleanup, and we have the best turnout of our members for this activity.  This year, the cleanup is set for June 3 at 9:00 a.m.  Volunteers will meet at the Dalton Fishing Access. We need volunteers for this work.   For more information, contact Frank Adelo at (505) 757-8567 or panchoadelo@hotmail.com or Doug Jeffords at (505) 424-0644 or dcjeffords@aol.com.   

June 13-19, 2006: Watershed and Restoration Structure Evaluation on
Comanche Creek.  Sponsored by the Quivira Coalition, New Mexico Trout,
Trout Unlimited and others.  For more information please call Jim
O’Donnell at 505-758-3874 or David Gratson (Truchas TU) at 505-662-0707 X29.

June 16-18: Midnight Meadows ATV exclosure construction.  Sponsored by
Amigos Bravos and the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance. For more
information, please call Rachel Conn at 505-758-3874.


· High Lakes Inventory.  Santa Fe National Forest.
· Enchanted Lake...June 26 and 27

· Pecos Baldy/Joe Vigil Lakes.. July 5 to 8

· Santa Fe/Nambe Lakes...August 23 and 24

We are planning extensive day hike trips into the Pecos Wilderness to inventory Nambe Lake, Santa Fe Lake and Enchanted Lake. In addition, in partnership with New Mexico Game and Fish a lengthier backpack expedition will explore Pecos Baldy and Joe Vigil Lakes in the heart of the Pecos Wilderness. Volunteers would assist with shoreline surveys (for those plant lovers), snorkeling or fish sampling using hook and line or setting nets.  Upwards to 4 volunteers needed per lake trip.
· San Pedro Parks Wilderness Monitoring.  Santa Fe National Forest.

· June 13 to 16

· August 15 to 18
On two separate occasions, teams will monitor water quality and Rio Grande cutthroat trout populations in the heart of the wilderness. Extensive 4 day long backpack trips to be expected.  Work will include snorkeling heavily populated RGCT waters.  Upwards to 4 volunteers are needed per trip.
JULY

July 7-21, 2006: Installation of Restoration Structures on Comanche
Creek. Sponsored by the Quivira Coalition, New Mexico Trout, Trout
Unlimited and others.For more information please call Jim O’Donnell at
505-758-3874 or David Gratson (Truchas TU) at 505-662-0707 X29..

July 7-8, 2006: Restoration Workshop with Bill Zeedyk. Sponsored by the
Quivira Coalition, New Mexico Trout, Trout Unlimited and others. For
more information please call Jim O’Donnell at 505-758-3874.

July 22:  Kids Fishing Day.  Santa Fe National Forest.  16' Annual Fishing Day for youths age 4-11 years old for interactive education through fishing and onsite booths. One or more volunteers from NM Trout are needed to setup and run a booth or work directly with fishing children. Suggested areas of assistance include fish etiquette and casting. Contact Mike Dechter, (505) 829-3535
AUGUST

August 4 - 6 – Help Protect the Red River Watershed.  Amigos Bravos will be installing a gate to help the Forest Service enforce a seasonal wildlife closure of a system of roads in the lower Bitter Creek drainage.  Please call Rachel Conn at 505.758.3874
SEPTEMBER

September 9, 2006: Ash Mountain Hike. Sponsored by the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance and the Coalition for the Valle Vidal. For more
information please call Jim O’Donnell at 505-758-3874.

September 10, 2006: McCrystal Creek Hike. Sponsored by the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance and the Coalition for the Valle Vidal. For more
information please call Jim O’Donnell at 505-758-3874.

September 23, 2006: Little Costilla Climb. Sponsored by the Coalition
for the Valle Vidal. For more information please call Jim O’Donnell at
505-758-3874.


September 16 and 23rd.  Meadow Restoration.  Santa Fe National Forest.  Assist in restoring historic meadows in upper Oat, Pony and Hay Canyons to provide grasses for grazing critters which in turn helps out our rare Rio Grande cutthroat trout population in Rio Cebolla. Take a weekend to help us pile slash that will be burned later as well as an opportunity to fly fish on the Cebolla. See immediate results with this much needed work. Upwards to 20 volunteers needed. Contact Jo Wargo, (505) 829-3535.

For Trout Unlimited events contact David Gratson (Truchas TU) at 505-662-0707 X29.

http://www.truchas-tu.org/
For the Valle Vidal events, contact Jim O'Donnell  Outreach Coordinator, Coalition for the Valle Vidal  www.vallevidal.org
PO Box 238
Taos, NM 87571
505-758-3874


For the Santa Fe National Forest Service events, Unless specified, contact Sean Ferrell at saferrell@fs.fed.us or (505) 829-3535 

 www.fs.fed.us/r3/sfe/fish
For events sponsored by Amigos Bravos please call Rachel Conn at 505-758-3874.

http://www.amigosbravos.org/
