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RE: Gila Trout Volunteer Opportunity.

Come experience the Gila.  Volunteers are needed to aid in collection of field data for a master’s project on Gila trout September 16-18 and October 21-23rd, 2005.  The research is focusing on post-wildfire effects on Gila trout streams as a system.   (Description below).  The study site is Main Diamond Creek, located in the Aldo Leopold Wilderness in southwestern New Mexico.  Camping gear will be necessary as will waders thick enough to withstand backpack electroshocking. ( I might be able to scrounge a few pair if necessary)  Main Diamond Creek is and easy drive (probably a long one for AZ folks), the camp site is near the road, and the hike into the creek short.  
Interested parties should contact Stephanie Coleman at: 

505/646-5944 (NMSU) or scoleman@nmsu.edu
Abstract: 
Gila trout (Oncorhyncus gilae) is an endangered native trout species located in the Gila and Aldo Leopold Wilderness in New Mexico.  In summer 2003, the Dry Lakes Fire burned 113,000 acres of the Gila Wilderness crossing drainages that contain Gila trout.  This created a unique opportunity to study the effects of wildfire on Gila trout populations and habitat between burned and unburned sections of the same river (White Creek).  Stream morphology and profiles, sediment, benthic macroinvertebrates, riparian vegetation and burn severity are all part of the data that will be collected.  Gila trout will be collected, weighed, measured and PIT tagged to determine population size and condition factor.  To add perspective, another Gila trout stream (Main Diamond) will be studied to look at stream recovery.  Main Diamond was burned by the 1995 Divide Fire that resulted in the extirpation of the relict Gila trout population present at the time.  The stream was studied for 5 years post-fire to determine when it was stable enough for stocking Gila trout.  Comparing the stream today to the data taken after the fire will give an insight the amount of recovery that has occurred.  
